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A.Gist of the Chapter 

Between the 7th and 12th centuries many new dynasties, like, Gurjara-
Pratiharas, Rashtrakutas, Palas, Cholas, and Chahamanas, 
emerged.In the early medieval period, there were many wars among the 
regional kingdoms of both North and South India. These wars led to the 
frequent rise and fall of kingdoms. 

 

North India 

 The ruling dynasties were based in specific regions; but, they tried 
to control fertile areas. Kanauj in Ganga valley was an area the 
Gurjara-Pratihara of western India, the Rashtrakutas of the north-
western Deccan, and the Palas of Bengal dynasties tried to control 
for centuries; historians describe it was the "tripartite struggle". 

 In the early medieval period, various Rajput clans established 
there kingdoms in different parts of India. 

 Rich temples were targeted first when one ruler attacked another's 
kingdom, because large temples were built to demonstrate power 
and resources. 

 A Gurjara-Pratiharaconquered Kanaujand made it his capital. The 
Pratiharas declined after they were defeated by Mahmud. 

 Sultan MahmudGhazni, from Afghanistan, ruled for 33 years and 
extended his control over parts of Central Asia, Iran, and north-
western part of the subcontinent; his main strategy was to attack 
and loot wealthy temples, including the famous Somnath Temple 
in Gujarat, during his reign he appointed a scholar named Al – 
Berunito write an account of the sub-continent. 



 The Chahamanas later known as the Chauhans ruled in areas 
around Ajmer and Delhi and the other Rajput kingdoms that rose 
on the ruins of Pratihara kingdom. 

 

Peninsular India 

 The Rashtrakutas rose to prominence in the eight century by 
overthrowing the Chalukyas of Vatapi. 

 The Pallavakingdom weakened by the end of the ninth century. 
 The Rashtrakutas were overthrown in the tenth century by the 

Later Chalukyas. 
 But after the decline of Later Chalukyas in the twelfth century, their 

territories were taken over by the Yadavasof Devagiri, the 
Hoysalas of Dwarasamudra and theKakatiyas of Warangal. 

 

The Medieval Kingdoms 

The King’s Position : 

 A rulers prestige depended on his success in wars and the extent 
of his kingdom. 

 Rulers also adopted titles like Maharaja-adhiraja (king of kings) 
and TribhuvanaChakravartin ( emperor of the three world’s). 

Sources of Income 

 Taxes on land, trade and crafts were the main sources of revenue 
of the medieval rulers. 

 This revenue uses for the development of the kingdoms. 
 Peasants, cattle-keepers, artisans, and all those who produced 

something, had to pay taxes or rents, and traders had to pay 
revenue. 

Land Grants and Feudatories 

 Kings shared their administrative power with samantas, Brahmans, 
traders, and associations of peasants. 



 To win the loyalty of important officials and the powerful 
Brahmans, rulers gave them land grants. 

 Rich landlords or warrior chiefs became subordinates of kings and 
were given title offeudatories or samantas, and were expected 
topay a part of the revenue collected from his lands, had to be 
present at their courts and would provide them military support. 
With more power and wealth, samantas became maha-
samantas or maha-mandaleshvara, and some of them became 
free from their overlords. 

 The rulers built beautiful temples to improve their public image and 
to bring divine sanction to their rule. 

 

The Cholas of Thanjavur 

Rise and expansion 

 Vijayalaya, one of the Cholas from Uraiyur, captured the Kaveri 
delta which was under control of the Muttaraiyar (subordinate to 
the Pallava kings of Kanchipuram), in the middle of 9th century. He 
built the town of Thanjavur and made it his capital. 

 His successors extended the empire and included the regions 
under the Pallavas and the Pandyas too. 

 RajarajaChola is considered the greatest Chola ruler and 
ascended the throne in 985 CE and reorganised the 
administration. 

 Rajaraja's son Rajendra I continued his father's policies and 
extended his empire up to the Ganga valley, Sri Lanka and south-
east Asia. 

 The splendid city of templess at Thanjavur and named 
itGangaikondalcholapuram built by Rajaraja and Rajendra I are 
architectural marvels of medieval India. 

Chola Administration :The administration of the empire was also well 
organized. 

Central government  

 The king was the head of the administration. 
 He was assisted by a council of ministers and many officials. 



 Taxes on land and trade were the main sources of revenue. 
 Under the Chola dynasty, there were different types of taxes, from 

which vetti (forced labour), and kadamai (land revenue) were the 
most common. 

 

Administrative divisions 

 The kingdom was divided into provinces calledmandalams 
 The mandalams– nadus ( districts ) – kurrams ( group of villages) 
 The smallest unit was the gramam ( village). 

Village administration 

 The Cholas had a system of local self – government. 
 Local administration worked through three types of assemblies – 

the ur, the sabhaand the nagaram. 

Agrarian expansion 

 The Chola rulers granted lands to royal officials, Brahmans, 
temples and other religions institutions. 

 Brahmanas were given land grants known as brahmadeya which 
resulted in more and more brahmanas settling in the Kaveri valley. 

 Eachbrahmadeya was looked after by a sabha or assemble of 
Brahmana landholders and were highly efficient.  

 Rich peasants of the Vellala dynasty controlled the functioning of 
the nadus under the watchful eye of the Chola emperor. 

 Land granted to Jain institution was called pallichchanda. 

Role of temples 

 The Chola temples were not merely places of worship.  
 They were also centres of cultural activity. 

Condition of the common people 

 The majority of the people were those who laboured for the benefit 
of the rest of the society. 

 The lowest castes faced social discrimination. 
 Many restrictions were placed on them. 



B. Copy work 

I.Answer the following questions in short 

Q.1.Name the dynasties that fought for control over Kanauj in the 
medieval period. Why did they want to control Kanauj? 

Ans.i. The dynasties that fought for control overKanauj in the early 
medieval period are the Gurjara-Pratiharas, the Palas of Bengal and the 
Rashtrakutas. 

ii.TheKanauj was situated in the Ganga plain and the plain could be best 
controlled from there. 

iii.They fought for control over strategic regions such as fertile tracts, 
important trade routes or coastal areas. 

Q.2. Why was it necessary for some medieval rulers to proclaim 
their Kshatriya caste status? Name one ritual performed for this 
purpose and one ruler who performed it? 

Ans. i) Earlier people accepted a ruler more easily if he was belong to a 
Kshatriya caste. 

ii) Rulers who were non – Kshatriyas by birth could become Kshatriyas 
by performing certain rituals. 

iii) The Rashtrakuta ruler Dantidurga conquered Malwaand parts of 
Gujarat, he performed a ritual called the hiranyagarbha (golden womb) 
mahadanato proclaim himself as a Kshatriya ruler. 

Q.3. How did temples become storehouses of wealth? 

Ans. i) The medieval rulers built beautiful temples to improve their public 
image and to bring divine sanction to their rule. 

ii)These temples became storehouses of wealth through revenue 
collection. 

iii) The templesalso receivedthe donations from rulers and wealthy 
devotees. 

 

 



Q.4.Define the terms ur, sabha and nagaram? 

Ans.Local administration worked through three types of assemblies – 
the ur, the sabha and the nagaram. 

i)ur – Theur was a village assembly of all classes of people who owned 
land within the village. 

ii) sabha – The sabha was a Brahman assembly in villages owned only 
by Brahmans. 

iii) Nagaram–The assembly of an area inhabited mainly by traders was 
called nagaram. 

Q.5.How did land grants improve agriculture? 

Ans.i) The landowners introduced better methods of farming in their 
lands. 

ii) They even cultivated the wastelands. 

iii) The new landowners were dug wells, tanks andcanals for irrigation 
works. 

Q.6.What was the condition of the lowest castes under the Cholas? 

Ans. i) The lowest castes were discriminated against by the upper 
castes, many restrictions were placed on them. 

ii) They were not allowed to draw water from the village wells. 

iii) They were also not allowed to enter the temples. 

 

II.Answer the following questions in detail: 

Q.1. Briefly describe the process of election to a sabha under the 
Cholas? 

Ans. i) The area was divided into wards. 

ii) Each member of a ward wrote the name of any eligible candidate on a 
ticket of palm leaf. 



iii) All the tickets from a ward were bunched together and placed in a 
pot. 

iv) Then, in the presence of the village assembly, a young boy picked a 
bunch and put it in an empty pot. 

v) This pot was shaken and the boy drew one ticket to choose the 
candidate from that ward. 

Q.2. The Chola temples were not merely places of worship. Justify 
this statement. 

Ans. The Chola temples were not only the places of worship but also the 
centre of economic, social and cultural life as well. 

i) Brahmans priest imparted education in Sanskrit. 

ii) Important meetings were sometimes held inside the temple complex. 

iii) Fairs were organised during religious festivals. 

iv) The temples gave employment to a large number of people including 
priests, image – makers, garland – makers, musicians, dancers, cooks, 
cleaners etc. 

v) Carnatic music and the classical dance form bharatanatyam 
developed in the temples, as devotional art forms. 

 

C.Worksheet(Copy work) 

I. Multiple Choice Questions : 

1.Many new dynasties emerged after ____ century. 

(a) fifteenth   (b) seventh   (c) eleventh     (d) twelfth 

2. Kings often rewarded Brahmanas by grants of 

(a) money   (b) land   (c) gold    (d) big palace 

3.Sultan Mahmud ofGhazni came from 

(a) China   (b) Arab   (c) Afghanistan    (d) Russia 



4.Brahamanas often received land grants called as 

(a) Jagir   (b) brahmadeya   (c) devadana     (d) none of these 

5.The local administration worked through____ types of assemblies 

(a) two  (b) three   (c) four    (d) five 

6. What is the literal meaning of hiranyagarbha ? 

(a) king of kings   (b) emperor of the three worlds  (c) golden womb  (d) 
golden deer 

 

II. Write a note on Samanta? 

 

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


